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SUBJECT: QUESTION ABOUT CHAIRMANSHIP OP WORKING GROUP ON WORLD 
FOOD COUNCIL RULES OF PROCEDURE 

1. WORLD FOOD COUNCIL (WFC) SECRETARIAT REPORTS THAT AMBASSADOR 
MANUEL ARMENDARIZ ETCHEGARAY, CHAIRMAN OF WORKING GROUP ON WFC RULES 
OF PROCEDURE, WHICH IS SCHEDULED TO MEET JANUARY 19 IN ROME, HAS 

BEEN RECALLED TO MEXICO CITY FOR CONSULTATION, AND IT IS NOT CLEAR 
WHETHER HE WILL RETURN IN TIME TO CHAIR MEETING. AT GROUP-77 
MEETING WEDNESDAY JANUARY 14, CAMARA OF GUINEA, WHO CHAIRS GROUP- 
77, IS EXPECTED TO SEEK GROUP-77 SUPPORT POR HIS REPLACING ARMEN- 
DARIZ. 

2. WFC REPORT ON JUNE 1975 WORLD FOOD COUNCIL SESSION, AT WHICH 
WORKING GROUP WAS FORMED, DID NOT INDICATE WHETHER CHAIRMAN HAD 
BEEN NOMINATED BY CHAIR OR ELECTED, AND WHETHER IT WAS ON COUNTRY 
OR INDIVIDUAL BASIS. U.S. REPRESENTATIVE TO FAO INFORMED WFC SEC- 
RETARIAT THAT U.S. DELEGATION REPORTING AT TIME (ROME'S 9337, 

JUNE 29, 1975) HAD INDICATED CHAIR HAD NAMED COUNTRIES TO WORK- 
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ING GROUP, AND GROUP HAD ELECTED ITS OWN CHAIRMAN. U.S. REP- 
RESENTATIVE STATED HIS PREPERENCE, SUBJECT TO WASHINGTON VIEWS TO 
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CONTRARY, THAT ARMENDARIZ CONTINUE AS CHAIRMAN, AND THAT IE HE 
DOES NOT RETURN IN TIME SOMEONE, PREEERABLY EROM HIS OWN DELEGATION, 

ACT EOR HIM ONLY TEMPORARILY, BECAUSE THIS MEETING OE WORKING 
GROUP IS ADDRESSING ITSELE 

PRIMARILY TO TWO DOCUMENTS PREPARED BY ARMENDARIZ AS CHAIRMAN. 

3. WOULD WELCOME DEPARTMENT'S VIEWS OR SUGGESTIONS. IF ARMENDARIZ 
RETURNS IN TIME EOR JANUARY 19 MEETING, THERE PROBABLY WILL BE NO 
PROBLEM ABOUT CHAIRMANSHIP.VOLPE 
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